COPPEROPOLIS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
370 MAIN STREET Copperopolis, CA  95228 209 785-2393 – FAX 209 785-2423
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
October 8, 2026
6:30 P.M.

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Director John Maness, Director Joe Peery, Director James Valencia, Director Richard McCarty, Director Steve Marks
CONCERNING PUBLIC COMMENT
The Board of Directors offers the public to speak to specific agenda items during the time the agenda item is discussed by the Board. The Board also allows the opportunity for the public to speak on non-agenda items during “public comments” prior to the conclusion of the meeting. Comments are limited to five minutes per individual and five minutes for speakers representing an organization.  The Board may not make any decision related to non-agenized items until the next Board meeting.
                
                                                                                                                      AGENDA
Pledge of Allegiance
	
I. Call To Order – Roll Call 6:38
Directors Present: Maness, Peery, Valencia
Absent: McCarty, Marks
Administrative staff present: Fire Chief Scott Hertzog
Guest: Greg, John Poffenroth


   II.  Consent Calendar – Discussion/Action
A. Monthly Activity Reports – September 2026
B. Minutes Regular Board Meeting- September 10th, 2026
C. Minutes Special Board Meeting- September 24th, 2026

   III. Correspondence 
  None

   IV. Comments/Questions
A. Board Members
B. Copperopolis Volunteer Fire Association
Bingo times will move a half-hour earlier beginning in January, with the aim of concluding around 8:30 p.m. A chili cookoff fundraiser is planned for November 14. Proceeds are intended to support a local resident and their spouse affected by the Gann Fire. The Association is considering purchasing a golf cart for community events, subject to inspection. The Fire Association Christmas party is planned for Saturday, December 12. The Association approved funds for its annual Halloween and children’s Christmas activities.
C. Citizen Emergency Response Team
CERT Member reported that recent high temperatures during firefighter survival training resulted in four heat-related incidents among cadets. The incidents were managed, and no injuries were reported. Staff plans to move the training to a cooler time of year.
Staff also discussed clarifying the CERT program’s role and improving recruitment. The proposed radio identifier is Support 239 or S239, subject to approval by the ECC. The program would continue using CERT training materials while emphasizing support functions. Recruitment may expand along the Highway 4 corridor and use community outreach, including the Next-door app and other local media.


   V.     Public Comment 
A member of the public commented on the challenge of communicating with community members and reaching the right audiences as local media resources change. They noted that the issue affects community outreach broadly.

  VI.   Administrative Report
A. Fire Chief 
All fleet vehicles were reported in service, with Medic 232 receiving new front tires, brakes, and annual maintenance. Firefighter Ryan Carey departed for another position, and Reserve Firefighter Michael Norte filled the vacancy. Department training is transitioning to winter operations, including structure drills and hose-line training. A Firewise public education event was scheduled for October 17 at Ironstone, focusing on fire safety and home hardening. Staff also provided updates on development reviews, the upcoming JPA audit, and a planning meeting scheduled for later in the month.

  VII. New Business
A. Discussion/Action: Review and Accept the 2025 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program. Grant number: EMW-2025-FG-1047.

Motion: Valenica, Seconder: Peery
Ayes (3) Noes (0) Absent (2)

B. Discussion/Action: Advise Staff on 2026-2031 Strategic Plan. 

Board members agreed to revise and bring back to Novembers Board Meeting.

C. Discussion/Action: The Board will Review and Possibly Adopt Resolution for Designation of Applicants Agent Resolution for Non-State Agencies (OES-FPD-130).

Motion: Valenica, Seconder: Peery
Ayes (3) Noes (0) Absent (2)



VIII. Closed Session
A.  Closed Session to Discuss Public Employee Salaries, Salary Schedules, or Fringe Benefits of its 
Employees and any Other Matter Within the Statutorily Provided Scope of Representation Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6(a).
Closed Session commenced at 7:15pm
Closed Session adjournment 7:45 pm
No action taken



 IX. Adjournment  

With no further business for open session, President Maness adjourned the public portion of the meeting at 7:05 p.m. The Board then entered post/closed session for administrative matters.
The Board entered closed session at time 7:08 . There was no reportable action

    Next Regular Board Meeting – November 12th, 2026 @ 6:30 P.M.        
